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Integrate the best practices advices during the design

phase, don’t configure first, then test and find out that end

users encounter performances issues.

Create a lean model, define which dimension is relevant for

data collection and what can be derived as attributes (like

for example geographic area or gender).

Import only valid dimension members, also consider to

split your model in several.

Use the Public dimension feature.

SAC Planning best practices
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Calculations: find the right balance 

SAC Planning best practices

Persistent 

data

Calculations 

on the fly 
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Use Security and Data Access Control and adapt the 

Write access to the scope of the business user.

Data actions is a very powerful feature but advanced 

formulas need to be carefully configured, here use 

variable, attributes of the model for selection purposes, 

avoid endless IF statements, etc.…

This topic has a dedicated Best practices document.

SAC Planning best practices
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Lean model challenge

Quick demo of the configuration of the Planning area option and the Data Access Control in the model. 

SAC Planning best practices

BEFORE AFTER 

MODEL MODEL 1 MODEL 2

11 Dimensions 6 Dimensions 5 Dimensions

GL ACCOUNT GL ACCOUNT GL ACCOUNT Account dimension

PROFIT CENTER
PROFIT 
CENTER

PROFIT 
CENTER Organization dimension 

PROJECT /
Generic dimension merging CUSTOMER, CONTRACT and 
CAPABILITY

CUSTOMER / / Merged with PROJECT 

CONTRACT / / Merged with PROJECT 

COST CENTER / COST CENTER Dedicated dimension for a few accounts

GEOGRAPHIC 
AREA / / Attribute of the Profit Center 

CURRENCY CURRENCY / Transactional currency and attribute of the Profit Center 

VERSION VERSION VERSION

SCENARIO / / already available in the Version 

TIME TIME TIME

CAPABILITY / / Merged with PROJECT 
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Before starting the configuration, train or demo to the business 

users SAC capabilities (including BI visualizations and 

Predictive) or create a POC.

Invest in Knowledge Transfer and User Acceptance Tests.

Select a partner with SAC Planning certified consultants.

SAC Planning best practices



SAP Analytics Cloud Planning
Implementation methodology
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SAC Planning : Project implementation steps

• User acceptance tests

• Security and DAC 

tests

• Stress tests

• Pilot tests with entities

• Configuration 

modifications

Analysis Design Implementation Tests Roll out  

• Global architecture

• POC creation

• Models, master data,..

• Interfaces (in and out)

• Input and reporting 
stories

• Processes

• Security

• Custom developments

• Design thinking 
sessions

• Business blue print

• Check on legacy 
applications 

• SAC features discovery

• SAC Business Content 
discovery

(Some customers might 
go for an agile 
methodology with iterative 
steps)

• Training 

• Change management

• Historical data 

recovery

• Follow up on incidents 

• Gather new business 

requirements

• Implementation of 

interfaces

• Configuration of the 

design

• Folder organization

• Test plan



SAP Analytics Cloud Planning
Adoption strategy



10Public

➢Adopt the new Planning model 

➢Use story 2.0 and Optimized Design Experience (see current limitations here Optimized Design 

Experience limitations)

➢Use Predictive for SAC Planning

SAC Planning adoption strategy hints

https://help.sap.com/doc/00f68c2e08b941f081002fd3691d86a7/2023.10/en-US/65a0e996d2214fd6ab0d77fc27fc58cf.html?css=https%3A%2F%2Fcx-ws-cf.eu10.sapanalytics.cloud%2Fsap%2Ffpa%2Fservices%2Frest%2Fepm%2Ffeature%2Fcss%3Ftenant%3D2
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Enhancement requests can be created and voted there Influence Opportunity Homepage -

Customer Influence (sap.com)

But before check 

✓ Roadmap SAP Road Map Explorer

✓ Community and what ‘s new in the coming release SAP Analytics Cloud for planning | SAP | SAP Blogs

✓ Community for solutions (here an example with blogs Search the SAP Community)

Development processes@SAP

https://influence.sap.com/sap/ino/#/campaign/884
https://roadmaps.sap.com/board?PRODUCT=67838200100800006884&range=CURRENT-LAST#Q2%202023
https://blogs.sap.com/tags/819703369010316911100650199149950/
https://community.sap.com/search/?ct=blog&q=sap+analytics+cloud+planning


Useful documentation
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More details can be found here :

SAP Analytics Cloud Planning : do you encounter performances issues? What can you do before contacting SAP? | SAP 

Blogs (this blog includes a video of the Optimize Planning Area Option configuration)

SAP Analytics Cloud Best practices Check list

SAC Planning Advanced formulas Best practices

SAP Analytics Cloud Planning : managing data granularity when planning and avoiding performances issues | SAP Blogs

SAC Planning Best practices blogs

https://blogs.sap.com/2022/09/13/sap-analytics-cloud-planning-performances-issues-what-can-you-do-before-contacting-sap/
https://d.dam.sap.com/a/oQmcP3X/SACPlanning_2023_performances%20issues_%20checklist.pdf?rc=10
https://d.dam.sap.com/a/u7sm9mh/SACPlanning_2021_01_advancedFormulas_bestpractices.pdf?rc=10
https://blogs.sap.com/2023/04/28/sap-analytics-cloud-planning-managing-data-granularity-when-planning-and-avoiding-performances-issues/
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More details can be found here:

SAP Analytics Cloud and SAP SuccessFactors (HXM): Connection and Automatic User Sync, Detailed Illustration

SAP Analytics Cloud Planning with SAP SuccessFactors (HXM): Step by Step Illustrations of the Best Practices for Workforce Planning

SAP Analytics Cloud Planning and SuccessFactor – Building a robust Planning Model – Some best practices examples and 

tips 

SAP Analytics Cloud Planning: HXM Strategic Planning Using Planning/Data Action Trigger

SAC Planning : Workforce Planning scenarios blogs

https://blogs.sap.com/2022/09/27/sap-analytics-cloud-and-sap-successfactors-hcm-connection-and-automatic-user-sync-detailed-illustration/
https://blogs.sap.com/2022/09/27/sap-analytics-cloud-planning-with-sap-successfactors-hcm-step-by-step-illustrations-of-the-best-practices-for-workforce-planning/
https://blogs.sap.com/2022/09/26/sap-analytics-cloud-planning-and-successfactor-building-a-robust-planning-model-some-best-practices-examples-and-tips/
https://blogs.sap.com/2022/12/13/sap-analytics-cloud-planning-hxm-strategic-planning-using-planning-data-action-trigger./
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SAP Open courses SAP Analytics Cloud Planning 

Our BTP library DAM BTP folder

Connectivity guided path SAP Analytics Cloud Connectivity playbook

Security SAP Analytics Cloud - Security Concepts and Best Practice - SAP Analytics Cloud -

Support Wiki

Data volumes limitations System Sizing, Tuning, and Limits | SAP Help Portal

Training and documentation

https://open.sap.com/courses/sac3/overview
https://dam.sap.com/mac/app/cs/intelligent_adoption/2f2a6a04226e7776d828f2757297606985a6acfe?h=
https://d.dam.sap.com/s/c/a/aEBKQNd
https://wiki.scn.sap.com/wiki/display/BOC/SAP+Analytics+Cloud+-+Security+Concepts+and+Best+Practice
https://help.sap.com/docs/SAP_ANALYTICS_CLOUD/00f68c2e08b941f081002fd3691d86a7/5f61b6509a5e4d499e8cb9685f32db73.html?locale=en-US
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Look for the “Best practices” SAP Business Content

SAP Business Content



SAP Analytics Cloud Planning
Monitor options
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Lots of improvements were made the past 2 years to follow up on the system and during the 

implementation in

Data actions with the data action monitor, validation status and 

the tracing of the advanced formulas 

Private versions statistics and analysis

Error messages 

SAP Analytics Cloud : Monitoring options 
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Modeler 

Monitoring options 
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Data actions

Monitoring options 
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Tracing information in Data actions  SAP Analytics Cloud Help- Tracing in Advanced formulas

Monitoring options 

https://help.sap.com/doc/00f68c2e08b941f081002fd3691d86a7/2023.4/en-US/065dfca395724e369817f3ce05bb7184.html?css=https://cx-ws-cf.eu10.sapanalytics.cloud/sap/fpa/services/rest/epm/feature/css?tenant=2
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System 

Monitoring options 
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Usage during production time 

Monitoring options 



THANK YOU 


