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Agenda

Compatibility packs in SAP S/4HANA

▪ What did SAP define in 2016, and why

▪ Differences between Private Cloud and On-premise

Tools and information sources

▪ How do I find out if I’m concerned

▪ Where do I get more details

The Way Forward

▪ How do I get to the safe side

Examples

▪ It’s a zoo – let’s look at some of the animals
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SAP S/4HANA: Relation with SAP Business Suite

(1) move to cloud

(2) embed into S4 stack

(3) keep with 

“S4 product qualities”

(4) compatibility pack –

only for limited time

(5) deprecation items
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Why allow the use of Compatibility Packs on SAP 

S/4HANA?

– Make transition easier for customers using 

SAP ERP/Business Suite

– Allow sufficient time for redesign of business processes under 

S/4HANA

Only SAP S/4HANA solutions are allowed to run on an SAP 

S/4HANA installation

– SAP S/4HANA is a new product, not the legal successor of 

SAP ERP/SAP Business Suite products

– Separation of the commercial worlds is essential [via Software 

Use Rights (SUR)]

Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

Motivation
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X
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via „Compatibility Packs“
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SAP grants a timely restricted(1) use right for specific classic SAP solution functionality(2) 

to SAP S/4HANA customers, at no extra cost(3)

(1) restricted until the end of 2025* (initially: 2020!)

(2) Positive list of compatibility packs as documented in note 2269324

and referenced in the Software Use Rights (SUR)

(3) condition: customer has licensed SAP S/4HANA Enterprise Management and the classic solution

Compatibility Packs are only applicable for solutions which are installed on the SAP S/4HANA 

instance – not for side-by-side installations. 

SAP aims to replace these classic solutions by the end of 2023 

with a genuine SAP S/4HANA solution.

Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

Definition

* In the exceptional cases of CS, LE-TRA and PP-PI, the usage right to their respective compatibility pack items (cf. matrix) terminates at the end of 2030. Details see Appendix.

http://launchpad.support.sap.com/#/notes/2269324
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Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

CP Matrix and Licensing

A CP is an S/4HANA compatible copy of a 
“classic” = Business Suite software product. 

All CPs are listed on the Compatibility Scope 
Matrix. It contains:

– complete or partial solutions
– LoB/Industry-solutions (IDs 1xx) 

and core solutions (IDs 4xx)
– Additional information to better identify the scope

and cross-link information (as applicable – application component, link to Simplification Item, ID)

The CP Matrix is release-independent and static. 

CPs exist in on-premise and selected private cloud deployments.

Licensing example: Net new customer from the Chemicals Industry:
– Customer licenses: 

− SAP S/4HANA Enterprise Management users [ 7018652, 7018653, 7018654 ]
− SAP EHS Management, Product Safety [ 7010170 ] -> on CP matrix

– Customer may install EHS-Product Safety (a) on-stack on his S/4HANA system or (b) side-by-side
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SAP grants a timely restricted(1) use right for specific classic SAP solution functionality(2) 

to SAP S/4HANA customers, at no extra cost(3)

(1) restricted until the end of 2025*

(2) Positive list of compatibility packs as documented in note 2269324

and referenced in the Software Use Rights (SUR)

(3) condition: customer has licensed SAP S/4HANA and the classic solution

Compatibility Packs are only applicable for solutions which are installed on an SAP S/4HANA 

instance – not for side-by-side installations. 

SAP aims to replace these classic solutions by the end of 2023 

with a genuine SAP S/4HANA solution.

Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

Definition

* In the exceptional cases of CS, LE-TRA and PP-PI, the usage right to their respective compatibility pack items (cf. matrix) terminates at the end of 2030. Details see Appendix.

http://launchpad.support.sap.com/#/notes/2269324
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Running a classic SAP ERP solution side-by-side with SAP S/4HANA does not require 

a Compatibility Pack. 

Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

A Bridge Into the New World – Side-by-side versus On-stack Installation
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conversion
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Example: HCM as on-stack installation

Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

A Bridge Into the New World – Side-by-side versus On-stack Installation

System 1/S4

conversion

System 1

ERP Core
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SAP S/4HANA Enterprise 

Management 

S/4HANA 

LoB & Industry 

Solutions

HCM HCM

LoB & 
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Usage allowed via 

CP rules only
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SAP grants a timely restricted(1) use right for specific classic SAP solution functionality(2) 

to SAP S/4HANA customers, at no extra cost(3)

(1) restricted until the end of 2025*

(2) Positive list of compatibility packs as documented in note 2269324

and referenced in the Software Use Rights (SUR)

(3) condition: customer has licensed SAP S/4HANA and the classic solution

Compatibility Packs are only applicable for solutions which are installed on an SAP S/4HANA 

instance – not for side-by-side installations. 

SAP aims to replace these classic solutions by the end of 2023 

with a genuine SAP S/4HANA solution.

Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

Overview

* In the exceptional cases of CS, LE-TRA and PP-PI, the usage right to their respective compatibility pack items (cf. matrix) terminates at the end of 2030. Details see Appendix.

http://launchpad.support.sap.com/#/notes/2269324
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Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA

Compatibility Packs in SAP S/4HANA Cloud, private edition

▪ CPs were defined in an on-premise world → prerequisite = perpetual license.

▪ CP use rights as temporary use rights: also exist in various private cloud models – without the OP license 

prerequisite. Leading document: Service Description Guide.

▪ Most core-licensed CPs (IDs 4**) are also valid in private cloud.

– Examples: Project System, Customer Service, LE-TRA

– Exceptions: Travel Management (FI-TV) and HCM were never covered by a CP use right in private cloud, 

but explicitly excluded (FSD, SDG). They are accessible via specific licenses, e.g. SAP Travel Management 

for SAP S/4HANA Cloud, private edition (8016042) or SAP Core Human Capital Management Cloud, private 

edition (8008910). Their commercial models are aligned with the strategic solutions, Concur and 

SuccessFactors.

▪ Most LoB- or industry-licensed CPs (IDs 1**) do not exist in private cloud, because a subscription license 

for them is in place. Examples:

CP ID CP license CP Name Go To - Solution

105 7009814 SAP Financial Closing cockpit 8015552 SAP S/4HANA Cloud for financial closing cockpit, private edition

107 7010170 SAP EHS Management, product safety 8013629 SAP S/4HANA Cloud for product compliance, private edition
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Agenda

Compatibility packs in SAP S/4HANA

▪ What did SAP define in 2016, and why

▪ Differences between Private Cloud and On-premise

Tools and information sources

▪ How do I find out if I’m concerned

▪ Where do I get more details

The Way Forward

▪ How do I get to the safe side

Examples

▪ It’s a zoo – let’s look at some of the animals
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Overview Presentation

Way Forward – Read me

SAP S/4HANA 

Compatibility Scope Matrix: 

List of all included Licenses & 

Functionalities, incl. Link to

related Simplification-Items 

SAP Note 2269324 – Compatibility Scope Matrix for SAP S/4HANA on-premise

Way Forward-Excel:

Information & Links to

Alternative Solutions (incl. 

Roadmap, FSD, Application

Help Documentation)

FAQ Document Feature Scope Description

(FSD)

https://launchpad.support.sap.com/#/notes/2269324
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Compatibility Scope Item vs. Simplification Item
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SAP S/4HANA – managing simplifications 

A simplification item documents differences in application 

functionality (changed, replaced, removed) between version 6.0 of 

SAP ERP and SAP S/4HANA, as well as in between different versions 

of SAP S/4HANA.

▪ A simplification item provides information about the potential impact 

of this change for the customer.

▪ The simplification list is a collection of simplification items.  

▪ The simplification list provides this information per the 

SAP S/4HANA release as part of the SAP S/4HANA documentation.

▪ The SAP Readiness Check tool for SAP S/4HANA, the ABAP 

custom code analysis, and the simplification item checks are 

based on the information in the simplification items.

▪ In case dedicated simplification items require mandatory 

preparation steps, the technical conversion/upgrade procedure can 

stop to help ensure a consistent system conversion.

Access simplification items through the simplification item catalog:

▪ https://me.sap.com/sic/

▪ SAP S/4HANA on SAP Help Portal

As of SAP S/4HANA 2022, there are 

~750 simplification items, but for a 

given customer system only 

approximately 50–90 simplification 

items are typically relevant and 

require attention.

SAP blog: SAP S/4HANA Simplification Item Check – How to do it right

https://me.sap.com/sic/
https://help.sap.com/viewer/p/SAP_S4HANA_ON-PREMISE
https://blogs.sap.com/2018/03/26/sap-s4hana-simplification-item-check-how-to-do-it-right./
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SAP S/4HANA - Compatibility scope item detection within SAP Readiness Check

new w/ Q4/2021: 

used functionality within 

compatibility scope

→ Within your transition or upgrade project, run the simplification items checks as soon as possible, as some business process 
adaptations may be complex and require more time than expected. Remember: Your SAP ERP knowledge still counts!

https://blogs.sap.com/2018/03/26/sap-s4hana-simplification-item-check-how-to-do-it-right./
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SAP Note 293 1193 - Explanation of Simplification Item Categories

https://i7p.wdf.sap.corp/sap/support/notes/2931193
https://i7p.wdf.sap.corp/sap/support/notes/2931193
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SAP S/4HANA Compatibility Scope – Way Forward Excel 

Status Successor Solution
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Agenda

Compatibility packs in SAP S/4HANA

▪ What did SAP define in 2016, and why

▪ Differences between Private Cloud and On-premise

Tools and information sources

▪ How do I find out if I’m concerned

▪ Where do I get more details

The Way Forward

▪ How do I get to the safe side

Examples

▪ It’s a zoo – let’s look at some of the animals
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SAP S/4HANA Compatibility Packs - Use Rights in the context of SAP’s Maintenance 

Commitment

31.12.

2025

31.12.

2027

31.12.

2030

*) according to SAP‘s Release&Maintenance Strategy and the Product Availability Matrix

**) SAP is extending the usage rights exclusively for Customer Service, Transport, and Production Planning for Process Industries until the end of 2030. For details see SAP note 2269324.

SAP S/4HANA Compatibility Packs
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*
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SAP ERP 6.0, EHP6-8*)

Mainstream Maintenance Customer-specific Maintenance SAP ERP 6.0, EHP1-5*)

SAP ERP

Compatibility Pack 

SAP S/4HANA
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SAP S/4HANA

Clean up Compatibility Items 
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**)
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SAP Community Blog: Compatibility Scope: What Happens after 2025/2030

https://support.sap.com/en/release-upgrade-maintenance/maintenance-information/maintenance-strategy.html
https://support.sap.com/en/release-upgrade-maintenance.html#section_1969201630
https://news.sap.com/?p=167772
https://news.sap.com/?p=167772
https://news.sap.com/?p=167772
https://blogs.sap.com/2022/08/09/compatibility-scope-what-happens-after-2025-2030/
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Taking the next evolutionary step towards a release strategy, which 

better supports our customer base.

Since 2015 eight SAP S/4HANA releases have been delivered

Next level of product maturity: SAP S/4HANA 2023

Delivering completeness on Compatibility Scope alternatives and 

concluding major overhauls.

SAP S/4HANA Has Reached Its Next Stage
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Agenda

Compatibility packs in SAP S/4HANA

▪ What did SAP define in 2016, and why

▪ Differences between Private Cloud and On-premise

Tools and information sources

▪ How do I find out if I’m concerned

▪ Where do I get more details

The Way Forward

▪ How do I get to the safe side

Examples

▪ It’s a zoo – let’s look at some of the animals
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Solution strategy

▪ Most of the CP items’ functionalities will be transferred to perpetual scope with release 2023, applying 

S/4HANA technologies, but mostly non-disruptive. Some functionalities remain CPs and expire end of 2025. 

Consult the respective notes via the WayForward excel.

Compatibility Pack userights

▪ Available in on-prem – keep existing until end of 2025

▪ Same in private cloud. 

Perpetual license / regular cloud subscription

▪ On-premise: included in 7018654 Functional Use ( -> Software Use Rights SUR )

▪ Private cloud / t.o.: included in Core Use

Example 1: Project System (IDs 459 – 472)

Recommendation Make sure that the remaining Project System CPs are properly replaced.
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Solution Strategy

▪ Cloud-minded customers should move to Concur asap.

Compatibility Pack useright

▪ Available in on-prem – keeps existing until end of 2025

Either via classic named users (“flat fee” customers w. “S/4HANA for ERP customers” license) or “SAP ERP 

Travel Management component” (customers with Prof. / Functional / Productivity Use)

▪ Never existed in private cloud – was always excluded via Service Description Guide (SDG)

Perpetual license / regular cloud subscription

▪ On-premise: included in 7018653 Productivity Use as of Oct 2022 ( -> Software Use Rights SUR ), 

7019299 has been retired

▪ Private cloud: 8016042 SAP Travel Management for SAP S/4HANA cloud, private edition

▪ Private cloud, tailored option: license material in commercialization, available soon

Example 2: Classic Travel & Expense (FI-TV, ID 425)
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Q: When is a customer compliant? 

A: There is a dependency on the release with which the “perpetual” solution was shipped.

Example 2: Classic Travel & Expense (FI-TV, ID 425)

SAP S/4HANA 

Release
… 2021 2022 2023 2025 2027

Technical base /

release contains
New “product version” with S/4HANA product qualities

Purely classic “product version”, no 

S/4HANA product qualities

Covered by 

“perpetual scope” 

definition

no yes

Consequence
Only customers on release 2022 or higher are compliant for using FI-TV after Jan 1, 2026

in SAP S/4HANA on-premise

Recommendation
SAP S/4HANA 2023 is a milestone release, for various reasons. 

Make sure you / your customers are on release 2023 at the end of 2025.
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Solution Strategy

▪ Cloud-minded customers should move to SuccessFactors asap.

Compatibility Pack useright

▪ Available in on-prem – keeps existing until end of 2025. Either via classic named users (“538” flat fee 

customers) or 7019298 SAP ERP HCM component (“652” customers with Prof. / Funct. / Productivity Use)

▪ Never existed in private cloud – was always excluded via Service Description Guide (SDG) because separate 

subscription license existed from the start of PCE

Perpetual license / 

regular cloud subscription

Example 2: Human Capital Management (IDs 414 - 424)

OP PCE PCE-Tailored Option

SAP Core Human Capital 

Management 

7020923 8008910 8014415

SAP Time Tracking 7020924 8008911 8012077

SAP Payroll 7020940 8008783 (on-stack)

8012529 (extra stack)

8015486

SAP Learning Hub 7020950 SuccessFactors SuccessFactors

E-Recruiting for S/4HANA 7020931 SuccessFactors SuccessFactors
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Q: When is a customer compliant? 

A: There is a dependency on the release with which the “perpetual” solution was shipped.

Example 3: Human Capital Management (IDs 414 - 424)

SAP S/4HANA 

Release
… 2021 2022 2023 2025 2027

Technical base /

release contains
New “H4S4 version” with S/4HANA product qualities

Purely classic “product version”, no 

S/4HANA product qualities

Covered by 

“perpetual scope” 

definition

no yes

Consequence
Only customers who have activated “H4S4” are compliant for using classic HCM 

after Jan 1, 2026 in SAP S/4HANA on-premise

Recommendation
Make sure you / your customers are at least on release 2022 at the end of 2025, and that 

“HCM for S/4HANA” is activated.
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Please post them in our blog so 

that everyone can see the Q&As

Remaining questions…

https://blogs.sap.com/2023/08/17/compatibility-packs-a-call-to-action-for-sap-s-4hana-customers/
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SAP Community Blog: 

Compatibility Scope: What Happens after 2025/2030

https://blogs.sap.com/2022/08/09/compatibility-scope-what-happens-after-2025-2030/
https://blogs.sap.com/2022/08/09/compatibility-scope-what-happens-after-2025-2030/
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In order to help customers get the highest business value from their SAP S/4HANA systems, SAP has decided to align the usage rights for the 

compatibility pack items of those three application components with the SAP Business Suite maintenance timeline. SAP is extending the 

usage rights exclusively for the compatibility pack items of Customer Service, Transport, and Production Planning for Process

Industries (cf. box) until the end of 2030.

This extension will be available to all SAP S/4HANA customers in SAP S/4HANA Cloud, private edition as well as those with an SAP 

S/4HANA on-premise deployment and is limited to the CP items listed above (box). The extension comes at no additional cost and does not 

require any contractual changes or amendments for existing customers as the change is being implemented centrally.

Giving you more time for business process innovation with  

Selective Extension of Compatibility Pack Usage Rights

More details on affected application 

components' CP items can be found 

in SAP Note 2269324:

• Customer Service (CS) 

IDs 402-413

• Transport (LE-TRA) 

ID 474

• Production Planning for Process 

Industries (PP-PI)

IDs 444, 446, 447, 453-457

SAP grants a timely restricted usage right for specific classic solution functionalities in the context of 

SAP S/4HANA. These term licenses are limited to the end of 2025, and are defined by the compatibility 

scope. SAP intends to provide new go-to functionalities for all compatibility scope items by 2023. Many of 

them can already be phased out today. This transition from compatibility scope to the new go-to solutions 

is in most cases primarily a technical adoption and can be conducted with moderate effort.

For the compatibility scope items of three components (Customer Service, Transport, and 

Production Planning for Process Industries) the new go-to solutions provide enhanced capabilities and 

will require a more extensive transformation project, especially for global organizations and customers who 

leverage individual extensions today.

https://launchpad.support.sap.com/#/notes/2269324


Contact information:

© 2023 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved. See Legal Notice on www.sap.com/legal-notice for use terms, disclaimers, disclosures, or restrictions related to this material.

Thank you.

Michael Deller Roland Hamm

michael.deller@sap.com roland.hamm@sap.com
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